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Level I: Radial genome organization
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ure 1. Radial Positioning of Genes

Level II: Euchromatin vs heterochromatin

Fig. 2 Heterochromatin: in need of definition? Historically and from a
cytological point of view, Emil Heitz (see Fig. 1) distinguished hetero
and euchromatin. a Within an exemplary electron microscopy (EM)
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from Molecular Cell 38, 603-613, 2010
during Differentiation

. The A or B compartment signal is not simply biphasic (representing just two states) but is
interaction map
continuous112 and correlates with indicators of transcriptional activity, such as DNA accessibility, gene density, replication
timing, GC content and several histone marks. These indicators suggest that A compartments are largely euchromatic,
transcriptionally active regions.
Topologically associating domains (TADs) are distinct from the larger A and B compartments. First, analysis of embryonic
stem cells, brain tissue and fibroblasts suggests that most, but not all, TADs are tissue-invariant58,59, whereas A and B
compartments are tissue-specific domains of active and inactive chromatin that are correlated with cell-type-specific gene
expression patterns64. Second, A and B compartments are large (often several megabases) and form an alternating pattern
of active and inactive domains along chromosomes. By contrast, TADs are smaller (median size around 400–500 kb; see
zoomed in section of heat map in the figure) and can be active or inactive, and adjacent TADs are not necessarily of
opposite chromatin status. Thus, it seems that TADs are hard-wired features of chromosomes, and groups of adjacent TADs
can organize in A and B compartments (see REF. 50 for a more extensive discussion).
Shown in the figure are data for human chromosome 14 for IMR90 cells (data taken from REF. 59). In the top panel, Hi-C
data were binned at 200 kb resolution, corrected using iterative correction and eigenvector decomposition (ICE), and
the compartment graph was computed as described in REF. 112. The lower panel shows a blow up of a 4 Mb fragment of
chromosome 14 (specifically, 74.4 Mb to 78.4 Mb) binned at 40 kb.

Level IV: Higher-order organization
Dekker, J., Marti-Renom, M. A. & Mirny, L. A. Nat Rev Genet 14, 390—403 (2013).
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Level V: Loop-extrusion as a driving force

FIGURE 1

Fudenberg, G., Imakaev, M., Lu, C., Goloborodko, A., Abdennur, N., & Mirny, L. A. (2015).
Formation of Chromosomal Domains by Loop Extrusion. bioRxiv.

Fig 1. Loop extrusion as a mechanism domain formation.
a. Examples of Hi-C contact maps at 5kb resolution showing domains from four chromosomal
regions (GM12878 in-situ MboI (3)), highlighting domains (purple lines) and interaction peaks (blue
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ized contact matrix M* by dividing each entry in
the contact matrix by the genome-wide average
contact probability for loci at that genomic distance (10). The normalized matrix shows many
large blocks of enriched and depleted interactions,
generating a plaid pattern (Fig. 3B). If two loci
(here 1-Mb regions) are nearby in space, we
reasoned that they will share neighbors and have
correlated interaction profiles. We therefore defined a correlation matrix C in which cij is the

Experiments

ened the plaid pattern (Fig. 3C); 71% of the resulting matrix entries represent statistically significant
correlations (P ≤ 0.05).
The plaid pattern suggests that each chromosome can be decomposed into two sets of loci
(arbitrarily labeled A and B) such that contacts
within each set are enriched and contacts between
sets are depleted. We partitioned each chromosome

Fig. 1. Overview of Hi-C. (A)
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Cells are cross-linked with formaldehyde, resulting in covalent
links between spatially adjacent
chromatin segments (DNA fragments shown in dark blue, red;
proteins, which can mediate such
interactions, are shown in light
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digested with a restriction enzyme (here, HindIII; restriction
site marked by dashed line; see
inset), and the resulting sticky
ends are filled in with nucleotides, one of which is bioChr.18
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(12, 13). Interestingly, chromosome 18, which is
small but gene-poor, does not interact frequently
with the other small chromosomes; this agrees
with FISH studies showing that chromosome 18
tends to be located near the nuclear periphery (14).
We then zoomed in on individual chromosomes to explore whether there are chromosomal regions that preferentially associate with each
other. Because sequence proximity strongly influences contact probability, we defined a normal-
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Figure 1. Overview of Protein Binding Profiles and Derivation of the Five-Type Chromatin Segmentation
(A) Sample plot of all 53 DamID profiles (log2 enrichment over Dam-only control). Positive values are plotted in black and negative values in gray for contrast.
Below the profiles, genes on both strands are depicted as lines with blocks indicating exons.
(B) Two-dimensional projections of the data onto the first three principal components. Colored dots indicate the chromatin type of probed loci as inferred by
a five-state HMM.
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Figure 1. Partition of the Drosophila Genome into Physical Domains
(A) Genome-wide interaction heatmap at 100 kb resolution for the Drosophila genome in Kc167 cells. Black circles and squares show interactions between
centromeres and telomeres, respectively. Red rectangles show interactions between chromosome arms 2L-2R and 3L-3R, respectively.
(B) Hi-C interaction frequencies displayed as a two-dimensional heat map at single fragment resolution for a 2 Mb region of chromosome 3R alongside with
selected epigenetic marks and chromatin types defined by the presence of various proteins and histone modifications. The white grid on the heat map shows
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A

We developed a general approach that combines chromosome
conformation capture carbon copy (5C) with the Integrated
Modeling Platform (IMP) to generate high-resolution threedimensional models of chromatin at the megabase scale.
We applied this approach to the ENm008 domain on human
chromosome 1 6, containing the a-globin locus, which is
expressed in K562 cells and silenced in lymphoblastoid cells
(GM1 2878). The models accurately reproduce the known
looping interactions between the a-globin genes and their
distal regulatory elements. Further, we find using our approach
that the domain folds into a single globular conformation in
GM1 2878 cells, whereas two globules are formed in K562
cells. The central cores of these globules are enriched for
transcribed genes, whereas nontranscribed chromatin is more
peripheral. We propose that globule formation represents a
higher-order folding state related to clustering of transcribed
genes around shared transcription machineries, as previously
observed by microscopy.

ligation to study chromatin looping interactions7–12. 3C-based assays
have been used to show that specific elements such as promoters,
enhancers and insulators are involved in the formation of chromatin
loops5,7,13–16. The frequencies at which loci interact reflect chromatin
folding7,17, and thus comprehensive chromatin interaction data sets
can help researchers build spatial models of chromatin.
Previously, chromatin conformation has been modeled using
polymer models8,18 and molecular-dynamics simulations19, which
have proven valuable for understanding general features of chromatin
fibers, including flexibility and compaction20,21. However, such methods
only partially leverage the current wealth of experimental data on chromatin folding. Recently, experimentally driven approaches, in combination with computational modeling, have resulted in low-resolution
models for the topological conformation of the immunoglobulin
heavy chain22, the HoxA23 loci and the yeast genome24. However,
those methods were limited by the resolution and completeness of the
input experimental data22, by insufficient model representation, scoring and optimization23, or by limited analysis of the 3D models24.
To overcome such limitations, we developed a new approach that
couples high-throughput 5C experiments9 with the IMP25. We applied
this approach to determine the higher-order spatial organization of
a 500-kilobase (kb) gene-dense domain located near the left telomere of human chromosome 16 (Fig. 1a). Embedded in this cluster
of ubiquitously expressed housekeeping genes is the tissue-specific
-globin locus that is expressed only in erythroid cells. This 500-kb
domain corresponds to the ENm008 region extensively studied by the
ENCODE pilot project (Fig. 1b)1.
The -globin locus has been used widely as a model to study the
mechanism of long-range and tissue-specific gene regulation15,26–30.
The -globin genes are upregulated by a set of functional elements
characterized by the presence of DNase I–hypersensitive sites (HSs)
located 33 to 48 kb upstream of the gene. One of these elements, HS40,
is considered to be of particular importance31,32. This element can act
as an enhancer in reporter constructs and its deletion greatly affects
activation of the -globin genes33. HS40 is bound by several erythroid
transcription factors including GATA factors and NF-E2 (ref. 34).
Notably, previous 3C studies have demonstrated direct long-range

B

SUMMARY

0

dRMSD
100 200

Activated TAD Chr1:36,900,000-38,000,000

Currently, efforts are directed at producing high-resolution genome
annotations in which the positions of functional elements or specific
chromatin states are mapped onto the linear genome sequence 1.
However, these linear representations do not indicate functional or
structural relationships between distant elements. For instance, recent
insights suggest that widely spaced functional elements cooperate to
regulate gene expression by engaging in long-range chromatin looping interactions. The three-dimensional (3D) organization of chromosomes is thought to facilitate compartmentalization2,3, chromatin
organization4 and spatial sequestration of genes and their regulatory
elements5–7, all of which may modulate the output and functional
state of the genome. A general approach for determining the spatial
organization of chromatin can aid in the identification of long-range
relationships between genes and distant regulatory elements as well as
in the identification of higher-order folding principles of chromatin
in general.
Chromosome conformation capture (3C)-based assays use formaldehyde cross-linking followed by restriction digestion and intramolecular
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We have determined the three-dimensional (3D)
architecture of the Caulobacter crescentus genome
by combining genome-wide chromatin interaction
detection, live-cell imaging, and computational modeling. Using chromosome conformation capture carbon copy (5C), we derive !13 kb resolution 3D
models of the Caulobacter genome. The resulting
models illustrate that the genome is ellipsoidal
with periodically arranged arms. The parS sites,
a pair of short contiguous sequence elements known
to be involved in chromosome segregation, are positioned at one pole, where they anchor the chromosome to the cell and contribute to the formation of
a compact chromatin conformation. Repositioning
these elements resulted in rotations of the chromosome that changed the subcellular positions of most
genes. Such rotations did not lead to large-scale
changes in gene expression, indicating that genome
folding does not strongly affect gene regulation.
Collectively, our data suggest that genome folding
is globally dictated by the parS sites and chromosome segregation.
INTRODUCTION
The three-dimensional (3D) architecture of the genome both
reflects and regulates its functional state (Dekker, 2008; Thanbichler and Shapiro, 2006a). For example, chromosome segregation impacts bacterial locus subcellular positioning (Jun and
Mulder, 2006; White et al., 2008), and chromatin loops that place
promoters and distant enhancers within close spatial proximity
play important roles in eukaryotic transcriptional regulation

(Tolhuis et al., 2002; Vernimmen et al., 2007). Such examples
suggest that studies of the high-resolution folding of genomes
will yield insight into genome biology. However, until recently
such studies, which require comprehensive assessments of
the spatial positioning of many loci, have represented major
technical challenges.
The recent development of several high-throughput technologies, including automated fluorescent imaging (Viollier et al.,
2004) and chromosome conformation capture (3C)-based approaches (Dekker et al., 2002; Dostie et al., 2006; Duan et al.,
2010; Fullwood et al., 2009; Lieberman-Aiden et al., 2009; Simonis et al., 2006; Zhao et al., 2006), has begun to enable studies of
genome-wide chromosome folding. Fluorescent microscopybased approaches allow the accurate determination of the
subcellular positions of increasing numbers of defined chromosomal loci, while high-throughput 3C-based approaches enable
quantification of interloci interaction frequencies that can subsequently be used to infer the average 3D distances between
these loci. Studies utilizing one or both of these approaches
have highlighted the potential of genome-wide studies of chromosome structure and have begun to reveal specific features
of chromosome folding, including the transcription-based compartmentalization of the human nucleus (Lieberman-Aiden et al.,
2009; Simonis et al., 2006) and the correlation between a locus’
genomic and subcellular positioning in bacteria (Nielsen et al.,
2006; Teleman et al., 1998; Wang et al., 2006b). However, the
detailed structures of genomes are only beginning to be revealed, and many details, including the identities of the sequence elements that define such structures, await further
elucidation.
We sought to determine the high-resolution 3D structure of an
entire genome and to utilize the resulting structure to identify the
sequence elements that define its architecture. Toward this
goal, we studied the synchronizable bacterium, Caulobacter
crescentus (hereafter Caulobacter), whose single circular chromosome is organized such that the origin and terminus of replication reside near opposite poles of the cell and other loci lie
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The human genome is segmented into topologically associating domains (TADs), but the role of this conserved
organization during transient changes in gene expression is not known. Here we describe the distribution of
progestin-induced chromatin modifications and changes in transcriptional activity over TADs in T47D breast
cancer cells. Using ChIP-seq (chromatin immunoprecipitation combined with high-throughput sequencing), Hi-C
(chromosome capture followed by high-throughput sequencing), and three-dimensional (3D) modeling techniques,
we found that the borders of the ~2000 TADs in these cells are largely maintained after hormone treatment and
that up to 20% of the TADs could be considered as discrete regulatory units where the majority of the genes are
either transcriptionally activated or repressed in a coordinated fashion. The epigenetic signatures of the TADs are
homogeneously modified by hormones in correlation with the transcriptional changes. Hormone-induced changes
in gene activity and chromatin remodeling are accompanied by differential structural changes for activated and
repressed TADs, as reflected by specific and opposite changes in the strength of intra-TAD interactions within
responsive TADs. Indeed, 3D modeling of the Hi-C data suggested that the structure of TADs was modified upon
treatment. The differential responses of TADs to progestins and estrogens suggest that TADs could function as
‘‘regulons’’ to enable spatially proximal genes to be coordinately transcribed in response to hormones.
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DNA-binding proteins are central regulators of chromosome organization; however, in
genome-reduced bacteria their diversity is largely diminished. Whether the chromosomes of
such bacteria adopt defined three-dimensional structures remains unexplored. Here
we combine Hi-C and super-resolution microscopy to determine the structure of the
Mycoplasma pneumoniae chromosome at a 10 kb resolution. We find a defined structure,
with a global symmetry between two arms that connect opposite poles, one bearing the
chromosomal Ori and the other the midpoint. Analysis of local structures at a 3 kb resolution
indicates that the chromosome is organized into domains ranging from 15 to 33 kb. We
provide evidence that genes within the same domain tend to be co-regulated, suggesting
that chromosome organization influences transcriptional regulation, and that supercoiling
regulates local organization. This study extends the current understanding of bacterial
genome organization and demonstrates that a defined chromosomal structure is a universal
feature of living systems.
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The three-dimensional (3D) organization of the genome
within the cell nucleus is nonrandom and might contribute to cell-specific gene expression. High-throughput
chromosome conformation capture (3C)-derived (Dekker
et al. 2002) methods have revealed that chromosome
territories are organized in at least two chromatin compartments—one open and one closed—that tend to be
spatially segregated depending on their transcriptional
activity (Lieberman-Aiden et al. 2009). At a finer level of
organization, some functionally related genes have been
shown to be brought close in space to be transcribed in
a correlated fashion during cell differentiation. These
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genes, which can be located on different chromosomes,
are organized in spatial clusters and preferentially transcribed in the same ‘‘factories’’ (Osborne et al. 2004, 2007;
Cavalli 2007). Whether such mechanisms participate in
transient modifications of the transcription rate in differentiated cells responding to external cues is still unclear
(Fullwood et al. 2009; Kocanova et al. 2010; Hakim et al.
2011). Transient regulation of gene expression at the transcription level depends on the establishment of regulatory
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